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Division 33: Commissioner for Children and Young People, $3 034 000 — 
Mr A.P. O’Gorman, Chairman. 

Mr J.A. McGinty, Attorney General. 

Ms M. Scott, Commissioner for Children and Young People. 

Mr D. Cloghan, Chief of Staff, Office of the Attorney General. 

The CHAIRMAN: The member for Nedlands. 

Ms S.E. WALKER: I note that one of the significant issues and trends listed on page 540 states that the 
commissioner is an advocate for 481 846 Western Australian children and young people under the age of 18 
years. I hope that the commissioner does not have all those children in her care. Can the Attorney General 
explain what that means? 

Mr J.A. McGINTY: The role of the commissioner is to advocate on behalf of all children; that does not mean 
that these children are, in any sense, in care or under her guardianship or anything of that nature. That is how 
many children there are in Western Australia. 

Ms S.E. WALKER: With that in mind, how many children in care is the commissioner looking after? 

Mr J.A. McGINTY: The commissioner is not responsible for children in care. That question should be directed 
to the Minister for Child Protection. 

Mr C.C. PORTER: I refer to the three dot points on page 541. The answer to this question may need to be 
answered by way of supplementary information. With regard to the first dot point, I am interested in whether a 
list is available of the stakeholders consulted and whether there is any documentation on the major issues raised 
in those consultations. 

Ms M. Scott: A list is available. It would be very extensive, but I am happy to provide it if the member would 
like it. I am happy to advise the member of some of the issues that have been raised. They include early 
intervention for children under the age of five; early childhood services; education, particularly for Aboriginal 
children and young people; juvenile justice issues, particularly for Aboriginal children and young people; 
education issues generally; the health and wellbeing of children; and alcohol and obesity issues. Those are the 
kinds of issues that people have raised. 

Mr C.C. PORTER: I refer to the third dot point on page 542, which states — 

Initiate research into the well being of children and young people. 

That is an initiative for 2008-09. Can the commissioner provide any information on the funds that will be 
allocated for the purpose of that research? 

Ms M. Scott: No, not at this stage. I have just undertaken some preliminary discussions with Curtin University 
of Technology and the Telethon Institute for Child Health Research through the Kulunga Research Network 
about initiating that research. At this stage I could not give the member the figures. Commissioners in other 
states have undertaken similar research. 

Ms S.E. WALKER: Does the commissioner have power to review the files of the child protection unit? 

Mr J.A. McGINTY: No. 

Ms S.E. WALKER: Why not? Why does the commissioner not have that power, if she is looking after the 
wellbeing and welfare of all children in Western Australia? 

Mr J.A. McGINTY: Parliament decided not to give the commissioner that role. 

Ms S.E. WALKER: Does the Attorney General mean that the government did that? The Labor government did 
that; it was not all parliamentarians. 

Mr J.A. McGINTY: That was the legislation passed by Parliament. 

The appropriation was recommended. 
 


